The gathering in consultant Derek Malthy's -
offices on the foggy outskirts of Bristol had a :
CCIV story fo fell of co-operation and the fruits
of foresight. Could it offer a way forward for :
the cash-strapped public space TV sactor? -

Mark Rowe reports.

MeLanaghan,

CCTV manager; Jemry Woods,

and Rhodri Briges of Safer South Gloneestershire,

While thatis another sign that —

pertinent that Gordon Melanaghan, a Seot,

commercial, TV 52-ineh monitors in his city
cenire control room:

excellent " He added that he asked the salesman
what's the difference between commersial and
domestic TV monitors
to say
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other councils — are mounted on street lamps, at a
cost of about £4 000 a columm. That besides adds
to the street clutter. It's mmeh cheaper to buy a
new lamp standard , which could please the street
lighting department. “There are times of high

: wind when you mught have a little bit of [camera]
. shake, but you can live with that,”
. But to achieve that, you need the other council
round the table were, clockwise, Gorden :
Bristol City Couneil
the :
University of Bristol's head of secunty; Derek :

Maltby, the fonmer Avon and Somerset Police Some bntkground
man, now CCTV consultant; Elspeth Body of :
Bnistol traffic control centre, another CCTV user; :

Gordon said.

department to work with you, not something to
take for granted in local government.

Enstol is like any other city — it has hundreds
of public space cameras, since the first mstalled

Cin mmer-eity Easton in 1994 in blocks of
a local authority neighbour of Bristol. This :
gathering was before the announcement, as :
featured in the Yamuary issue of Professional
Securiry, of the new (mtenm) CCTV regulator. :
about time, some
would say — the UK is werking out standards for -
its public space CCTV, council CCTV systems :
on the ground have been as hit, like other parts ©
of local government, by budget cuts. So 1t was
s t”

said first that he had installed domestic, net

“There's huge savings o Relationships
be made by deing that and actually the quality is ©
: public space CCTV — both mamn political parhes -
gave tens, hundreds, of millions of pounds for
‘and they were unable :
, apart from the fact that one was
three times the price of another’. Moving to the ©
theme of our meeting, he speke of how many of
his cameras — Metal Mickeys, as used by many :

flats, schools, car parks, council buildings and
shopping precincts, besides public spaces. As
Gordon said, there’s the prospect of schools,
Librames and other publie buldmngs having
cameras and alarms momitored by the one
counell contrel roem, rather than by third parties
—costs that a couneil may well not tot up. Gorden
said: “We are slowly setting people out of a silo
mentahty, where they lock after their own hittle

No-one's to blame for the piecemeal growth of

the hardware without a national body to oversee
it — and it’s been for each city to forge unofficial
relationships, between CCTV users. As happened
in Brstol: Derek Maltby after serving in Awon
and Somersat Police was seennity manager of The

Gallenies shopping centre at Broadmead in the
«city centre. With Home Office money, 13 cameras
went n there, on BT fibre. “Nebody knew of the
FRediffusion ducts,” Derek recalled. Readers with
leng memories will ecall Rediffusion’s cables
m many UK towns and eities; the company,
onee & household name in TV and electronies,
got broken up i the 19305 and 90s. Brstol
City Couneil bought thas ducting network under
1its city streets, and mow named BNET (Brstol
network), that's what CCTV signals go along -
‘T have only two little sites I nse BT fibre for,”
Gordon added. So quate apart from the saving on
line rental, mnming into hmdreds of thousands
of pounds, the eity can tap mbe new buldings’
cabling. Thanks to this ownership of duets and
fibre, while other councils are having to make
tough decisions about retreating from 24-7
‘monitoring, or monitoring by local operators,
Bnstol 15 locking to pur cameras in. Officially
opened m Septamber 2009 were cameras on the
outskirts of the eity - at Kingswood, Staple Hill,
Chipping Sodbury, Hanham, Filton, Cadbury
Heath and Thombury. This 18-month project
featured m the July 2009 1ssue of Professional
Securivy. South Gloueestershire Counenl mvested
mote than £300,000 in the scheme, mun by Rhedrd
(Rod) Briggs, with some funding coming from
the Home Office. South Glos agreed that Bristol
City would momitor the cameras. Thombury
and Chipping Sodbury, beyend the Bmnstol
conurbation, are out of range of BNet and there
the installers used Virgin Media fibre. Where
Jemry Woods and his umiversity come in is that,
as in some other citles, the uni campus is spread
over the city. Unis generally have been early and
big users of IT; henee the council and university
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